WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

AMENDMENT MEMO
) Assembly Substitute
2003 Assembly Bill 409 y
Amendment 1
Memoe published. September 19, 2003 Contact. Pam Shannon, Senior Staff Attorney (266-2680)

This memorandum describes Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 to 2003 Assembly Bill 409,
which relates to county veterans’ service officers (CVSOs).

Background

Section 45.43 (5), Stats., sets forth a number of duties of CVSOs. One such duty is fo advise
persons living in the CVSO’s county who served in the U.S. armed forces regarding any benefits to
which they may be entitled or regarding any complaint or problem arising out of such service and to
provzde them and the}r dependents with all possible assistance.

As origmaiiy drafted, Assembly Bill 409 would reqmre CVSOs to prov:zde the same type of s
services and assistance to members of the national guard and reserve units of the U.S. armed forces and
their dependents.

With the ongomg activation and deployment of national guard and reserve units in the state,
CVSO0s are receiving more calls regarding military points of contact for activated and deployed units
and general deployment information, as well as potential benefits for which guard and reserves members
may be or may become eligible.

These requests for information directed to CVSOs have raised concerns that: (1) CVSOs may
not have the information they need to respond to questions concerning military points of contact and
depioyments; and (2) CVSOs should not be required to perform duties in addition to serving veterans,
but rather should be authorized to provide information and assistance to guard and reserves members
and their families as time and resources permit.
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Assembly Substitute Amendment 1
Assembly Substitute Amendment | does the following:

1. Directs the adjutant general to provide the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) with
information on all necessary military points of contact and general deployment information
for activated and deployed members of the national guard.

2. Directs the DVA to provide CVSOs with the information the department receives from the
adjutant general concerning national guard members, as well as with information on points of
contact and general deployment information for reserve units of the U.S. armed forces.

3. Permits CVSOs to:

a. Inform members of the national guard or reserves or their dependents living in the
CVSO’s county regarding potential benefits to which the members may be or may
_becorne entitied and all necessary military points of contact and general deployment |
_ 1nfomlat10n for activated and depioyed mambers :

b. Render ali possﬂale assxstance to those ‘mernbers and their dependents and

c. Ccoperate ‘with federal and state agencies which serve or grant aids or benefits to
members and their dependents.

Legislative History

Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 was introduced by Representative Terry Musser on
September 16, 2003. In executive session on September 17, 2003, the Assembly Commitiee on
Veterans and Military Affairs adopted the substitute amendment on a vote of Ayes, 13; Noes, 0, and
recommended passage of the blﬂ as amended also ona vcte of Ayes, 13; Noes 0.
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WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

ACT MEMO
2003 Wisconsin Act 163 Duties of County Veterans Service
[2003 Assembly Bill 409] Officers
2003 Acts: www.legis_.siate.wi.ug/?ﬂﬂB/data/acts/ Act Memos: www.legis.state. wi.usflc/act memo/act memo.htm

2003 Wisconsin Act 163 requires the adjutant general (head of the Department of Military
Affairs) to provide to the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) information on all necessary military
points of contact and general deployment information for activated and deployed members of the
national guard. The DVA, in turn, must provide this information to county veferans service officers
(CVSO0s). In addition, Act 163 permits DVA to provide CVSOs with information on military points of
contact and general deployment information for reserve units.

Act 163 also authorizes CVSOs to: (1) inform guard and reserves members or their dependents
lving in the CVSO’s county regarding potential benefits to which the members may be entitled and all

necessary military points of contact and general deployment information for activated and deployed ... -

members of the guard and reserves; and {(2) cooperate with federal and staté agencies which serve or
grant aids or benefits to members and their dependents.

Effective Date: The Act takes effect on March 31, 2004.

Prepared by: Pam Shannon, Senior Staff Attorney March 24, 2004

PS:wu

This meme provides a brief description of the Act. For more detailed information,
consult the text of the law and related legislative documents.
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VET E R AN S STATE OF WISCONSIN, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

AFFAIRS 30 West Mifftin Street, P.O, Box: 7843, Madison, WI 53707-7843
PHONE: (608} 266-1311  1-800-947-8387 (WIS VETS)

WEB SITE: biip:#dva.state.wius
Jim Doyle, Governor E-MAIL: Headquarters@dva.state.wius
John A. Scacos, Secretary FAX: (608} 267-0403

WDBVA L eqislative Position Paper:
2003 A.B. 409 - CVSO Provision of Reserve/Guard Activation/Deployment

information

October 22,2003

Bescription of the Bill
2003 A.B. 409 (Rep. Musser)

The initial bil imposed additional duties upon County Veterans Service Officers {CVS0s) to serve members of the
national guard and military reserves.

The substitute amendment amends the CVSO activity to be permissive. Under the substitute amendment, WDMA and
WDVA would be mandated to perform certain activities. WDMA is directed to provide information to WDVA on all
necessary military points of contact and general deployment information for guard members. The information includes
"all necessary military points of contact and general deptoyment information for activated and deployed members of the
national guard and reserve units of the U.S. armed forces.” In turn, WDVA is directed to provide that information to
CVS80s. The bill requires WDMA and WDVA o develop a mechanism to share the information, and for WDVA to
coordinate the flow of that information to the CVSOs. No funding or positions are provided for this activity by the bill.
Under the substitute amendment, WDVA does not have any information search responsibility, and would simply act as
a repository of, and conduit for the informati ided to WDVA by WDMA. S . N

WDVA Position: SUPPORT.

The substitute amendment to this bill provides an additional mechanism for providing information related to activation
and deployment for members of the military reserves and national guard. The information to be provided is already
issued by WDMA in electronic format. WDVA currently provides a variety of information and resources electronically to
CVE0s through WDVA's regional coordinators. While the bill is unfunded, the fiscal impact of electronically distributing
cccasional additional documents, as called for by the substitute amendment, would be negligible. However, the
inclusion of CVSOs as a source of reserve/guard activation and deployment information would, upon a request for such
information by an affected reserve/guard member or family member, afford CVSOs an excellent opportunity to provide
information regarding federal and state veterans’ benefits to potentially eligible individuals.

WDVA has long supported measures such as this bill that, in a systematic manner, offer a high probabillty of improving
outreach and assistance to veterans and their dependents and survivors by proactively providing information, services,
benefits counseling, and application assistance to those who may be eligible to receive federal and/or state veterans'
benefits.
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Vote Record
Commlttee on Homeland Security, Veterans and Military
Affairs and Government Reform

Date: - 1/ 29 /0 g

Moved by: E {‘zée(alf)\ Seconded by: Zien
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AR SR Other
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A/S Sub Amdt

AIS Amdt {o A/S Sub Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

Be recommended for:

i Passage X Adoption {1 Confirmation o1 Congurrence [T 1 Indefinite Postponement

¥ Introduction {1 Rejection 3 Tabling 73 Nonconcurrence

Committee Member Aye No Absent Not Voting

Senator Ronald Brown, Chair D : D EI

Senator David Zien E [3 D D
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Senator Robert Wirch E | D D L]

Senator Roger Breske K O O O

Totalss: S O O 0O

X Motion Carried

[0 Motion Failed



Vote Record
Comm;ttee on Homeland Security, Veterans and Military
Affairs and Government Reform

Date: | (N/29/85

Moved by: 2. ; @

e
Seconded by: ’{"‘“&‘Z‘_ﬂmk&) :-"Cl/\
@

AB 4 0 ﬂ SB Clearinghouse Rule

AJR SJR Appointment

AR SR Other

A/S Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Amdt

AJS Sub Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

ASS Amdt o A/S Amdt o A/S Sub Amdt
Be recommended for:

i Passage {7 Adoption  © i Confirmation X Concurrence i} Indefinite Postponement
I3 Introduction i Rejection Tablang ¥ Nonconcurrence

Committee Member

Senator Ronald Brown, Chair
Senator David Zien

Senator Scott Fitzgerald
Senator Robert Wirch

Senator Roger Breske

Totals:

&l Motion Carried

Absent Not Voting

O
o

O
O
Ll
O

O BEHEEEE
o OOOO0OFR

0

b ooo

[] Motion Failed



